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crew of Boddin Lass.

The torn and twisted remains
of two bag nets lying on the
sand dunes near to Brian's
trusty beach tractor provided a
sharp reminder of the constant
dif culties of working salmon
nets on an exposed coastline.
Three days of force 5/6 north-
easterlies the previous week,
which in turn had driven an
abundance of seaweed inshore,
had resulted in all the beach
nets being knocked down
within 24 hours.

While not an uncommon
occurrence in itself, the
following deep swell and
breaking rollers on the shallow
Lunan beach, resulted in the
nets being rolled up into a
badly twisted ball and depos
ited above the high water line
more than 100m from where
they were set.

Clearly this was a major
setback both in terms of losing
ve shing days, and the long
hours involved in setting up
replacement nets on the beach,
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top of the borrowed thigh boots.

Bay beach nets

using a combination of reserve

cleaks that hopefully lead the
sh into an inner court.

Two wooden stakes, approx
imately 6m in length and with
a diameter of 250mm, are used
to hold open the mouth of the
bag net. To retain its position,
each pole is dug into the sand
and further secured by a rope
leading ashore at 450 to a single
uke anchor. A third stake
of similar dimensions, posk
tioned at the seaward side of
the sh court, is used to retain
the geometry of the triangular

With all but the nal few
metres of the leaders dried out
and lying on the sand, Brian left
the tractor in the mouth of the
rst net to shoulder his tools
of the trade — a long handled
scoop net, priest and shoulder
bag — before wading out to
look for any signs of sh in the
court.

With the water fairly shallow,
it was possible to accompany
Brian and step through the rst
opening and up to the second
narrow gap, although the surge

With no encouraging swirls of
water, ashes of silver or tight-
ening netting, it was quickly a
case of back to the tractor and
onto the next net, which yielded
two 3-4kg salmon.

Viewed from Usan bothy, the
sea had appeared almost clock
calm, with a barely discernable
sea breeze — almost a perfect
summer’s afternoon. Down on
Lunan beach however, it was a
slightly different picture, with
the shallow nature of the bay
amplifying a low ground swell.

nets and whatever sections of
the ruined ones that could be
salvaged.

With the time available to
reset and ne tune his nets
limited to small tide windows
either side of low-water, this
was still a job in progress.

In principle, beach bag nets
are similar to sea nets, apart
from the obvious fact that they
are single ended. A 40 fathom
leader some two fathom deep,
the inner end of which is
positioned just below the high-
water line, is used to direct sh
seaward towards the bag net
itself, which like the sea nets,

1: $UULYLQJ DW WKH AUVW EDJ QHW RQ
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shaped net and keep tension on did come perilously close to the

This was even more notice

%ULDQ OLOOHU UHSDLULQJ D GDPDJHG IRXUWK QHW

able at the north end of the
beach, where a deeper lying
third net was set some 20 yards
from a low lying rock skier.
Any intentions of following
Brian were soon abandoned,
although not quickly enough,
even though he reported two
salmon swimming in the court.
Attempting to scoop up a
salmon with over 20sq m of
area to swim in while standing
in more than four feet of water
is a skill in itself, particularly
as the water clarity is usually
thick due to swirls of sand and
weed. Most times this task is

achieved with patience after
working the sh into a corner
of the net.

Regularly forced to jump
in order to limit the breaking
waves to chest height, Brian
waded out of the net a few
minutes later with two more
salmon in his shoulder bag.

After re-crossing Lunan
Water and making a longer
than previous walk into the sea,
the fourth net did not result in
any more sh being put into the
box on the back of the tractor,
although it did lead to Brian
spending time taking twists out
of the leader and repairing a
damaged section in the opening
of the net.

A quick look into the last
sh court of the evening
tide led to Brian hooking his
shoulder bag onto the doubling
prior to spending a couple of
minutes trying to scoop up an
evasive sh. Even viewed from
a few yards away, this proved
to be easily the best sh, later
weighing in at 16lb, consider-
ably overshadowing a second
salmon of 10Ib.

Six sh was a lower than
hoped for return, as it did not
begin to make up for the loss of
eight tides the previous week,
not to mention the countless
hours Brian had put in during
the last seven days replacing
nets damaged beyond repair,
but it was a small positive step
along what is frequently a rough
and unpredictable path.

New marketing initiatives for Scottish wild salmon

in a few minutes of each live
sh coming aboard Boddin Lass
and being stunned and bled, they

were clearly labelled Scottish Wild salmon
by placing a unique tag through a gill.

This voluntary salmon tagging scheme,

undertaken in association with both the
Scottish Government and the Salmon Net
Fishing Association of Scotland (SNFAS),
is designed to protect the reputation of
Scottish Wild Salmon from unscrupulous

dealers and follows recommendations

made by the Mixed Stock Fishery Working
Group, in which Usan Salmon Fisheries
participated.

Similar in concept to the tagging system
introduced a few years ago for migratory
sh caught by licensed netsmen in north-
east England, this initiative is a positive

step in ensuring customers receive only

the very highest quality sh. It provides
a further guarantee to customers of the

product’s genuineness and ensures supply-

chain traceability.

In a separate marketing development,
Usan Salmon Fisheries, in association with
the SNFAS and the Scottish Government,
recently applied to have Scottish Wild
Salmon registered as a Protected Food
Name under EU legislation. If awarded,
this will provide proper recognition for
this unique iconic Scottish product and the
few remaining traditional salmon netters.

A large percentage of the bigger salmon
caught by the Usan netsmen is regularly
pre-sold and dispatched immediately to
large-scale smokers locally and in Ireland,
the UK and France.

Fresh salmon are also exported
throughout Europe and the Middle East,
and are regularly served at some of the
most famous restaurants and hotels in the
British Isles.

In April this year, Usan Salmon
Fisheries, supported by Angus Council,
Seafood Scotland, and Highlands and
Islands Enterprise, achieved a rst by
exhibiting at the European Seafood
Exposition in Brussels, where a number of
valuable new contacts were made, which
have since been turned into new market
outlets.

Having already set up a successful
online store  (www.usansalmon.com),
pkans are now being made to begin
producing smoked salmon in-house within
the next two years.

Given that the price of wild salmon
remains depressed after a drop of some
40% following the international monetary
crisis three years ago, such marketing
initiatives go some way towards maintaining
income in a competitive marketplace where
quality, although continually requested, is
not always fully valued.

Right: Kevin Pullar places distinctive Wild
Scottish Salmon tags through the gills of

IUHVKO\ FDXJKW AVK RQ WKH GHFN RI %YRGGLQ /DVV
/HIW 7KH YROXQWDU\ WDJJLQJ SURYLGHV FXVWRPHUV

with a guarantee of genuine, prime quality
Wild Scottish Salmon



